Background and Objectives: Older adults are at greater risk than other age groups throughout all stages of a disaster. To date, the bulk of empirical disaster research concerning older adults has centered on the consequences of a disaster. This study focuses on older residents in a hurricane-prone community and investigates the extent and level of their reported preparedness for hurricanes, which takes place prior to a disaster.
Disaster preparedness refers to preparation practices taken prior to a disaster in order to minimize potential loss and devastation from the disaster (Coppola, 2006) . Although disaster preparedness involves key actors across different levels, preparedness efforts that occur at the smallest unit are fundamentally important to self-sufficiency if external assistance becomes unavailable (FEMA, 2004; Kohn et al., 2012; Russell et al., 1995) . Despite the value of personal preparedness reiterated by researchers and practitioners, the U.S. public is overall underprepared for disasters, lacking a complete set of emergency essentials, an evacuation plan, or a family emergency communication plan (National Center for Disaster Preparedness, 2011; Kohn et al., 2012; Redlener et al., 2007) .
Numerous research efforts have been devoted to understanding what motivates or impedes preparation actions and accounts for the variations in level of disaster preparedness. It has been well recognized that personal preparedness is a product of multiple influences (Cutter et al., 2011; Fothergill & Peek, 2004; Morrow, 1999) . Irrespective of the type of hazard under consideration, scholars have consistently concluded that income level and educational attainment are positively associated with preparedness behavior (e.g., Baker, 2011; Edwards, 1993; Lindell & Hwang, 2008; Lindell & Perry, 2000; Russell et al., 1995) . In recent years, high stocks of social capital have been increasingly treated as a facilitator of disaster preparation actions and climate change adaptation (Heller et al., 2005; Pelling & High, 2005; Reininger et al., 2013) .
In contrast, the influence of experiential factors on personal preparedness appears less uniform. Although some researchers have suggested that hazard experience enhances preparedness (e.g., Lindell & Prater, 2000; Russell et al., 1995) , others have argued that the influence is not absolutely positive but contingent on the nature of the experience (e.g., Harris, 2012; Kellens et al., 2013; Lindell & Perry, 2012; Peacock et al., 2005; Whitehead et al., 2000) . To illustrate, in the context of hurricane preparedness, multiple exposures to near-misses lulled people into a sense of complacency, making them underestimate the need for extensive preparations as they assumed future hurricanes would be of similar character and consequence (e.g., Sattler et al., 2000) . Here, the "emotional experience" of hazards mediated by subjective perceptions serves as an important aspect of preparedness, pointing to the possibility that basic orientations toward oneself (e.g., self-efficacy) and the world (e.g., perceived risk and vulnerability) influence individuals' preparedness behavior (Miceli et al., 2008; Sattler et al., 2000) .
Researchers have also attempted to understand personal preparedness in relation to demographic characteristics but findings have been mixed. For example, some have suggested that greater disaster preparedness is positively related with age (e.g., Ablah et al., 2009; Murphy et al., 2009; Norris et al., 1999) , whereas others have argued that preparedness declines with age after a certain age threshold (e.g., Baker, 2011; Kohn et al., 2012) . Another emerging but limited branch of research on the age effect centers on the preparedness of the older population. Results from the United States and international survey samples have demonstrated that older adults are minimally prepared for disasters (e.g., Al-Rousan et al., 2014; Kang, 2014; Loke et al., 2012) . Nevertheless, as noted earlier, preparedness efforts are defined by multiple variables beyond chronological age. Older adults might be less likely to engage in preparedness behavior because they could have accumulated more nearmisses given their greater life experience and thus a growing sense of complacency eroding their disaster readiness.
It is noteworthy that quantitative methods have long dominated disaster research, in which researchers examine population characteristics and make statistical inferences about motivations for and barriers to behaviors based on these parameters (Riad et al., 1999) . However, the lack of systematic conclusions from limited literature directly addressing older adults' disaster preparedness provides no foundation to formulate meaningful hypotheses. Although qualitative studies are not designed to make statistical generalizations, they are well-suited to illuminate the concerns with personal knowledge and subjective experience (Clark & Creswell, 2008) to provide a more sensitive picture of vulnerable populations, such as older adults, at risk from hazardous events (Tuohy et al., 2014) . As the world's population ages rapidly and evidence of elder vulnerability to disasters continues to accumulate (Baylor College of Medicine and American Medical Association, 2006; Muramatsu & Akiyama, 2011; Rhoades et al., 2017) , more age-specific analyses using more contextual methodological approaches are much needed to expand and enrich our understanding of older adults' disaster preparedness, which if wellplanned and -managed, can reduce vulnerability.
These issues lead to the formulation of this study, which performs qualitative interviews with older residents in a hurricane-prone community-Sarasota County, Floridaand asks three research questions. First, what hurricane preparedness activities have the respondents implemented? Second, do the respondents think they are prepared for hurricanes? Third, in what ways might hurricane experience have influenced hurricane preparedness of the respondents? Section 2 details the study area and research methods. Section 3 discusses the findings regarding hurricane preparedness, readiness, and role of experience in preparedness efforts. Section 4 recapitulates the major findings of each subtopic and concludes with the political implications of the study as well as the avenues for future research.
Research Design and Methods

Study Area
This study presents a case study of older residents in Sarasota County, Florida, and utilizes qualitative interviews to explore their hurricane preparedness and other related topics. Sarasota (This research adopts the practice of local residents of referring to Sarasota County as simply, "Sarasota.") sits on the southwestern Gulf Coast of Florida (see Figure 1 ). It is a suitable study site given its location in an active hurricane zone and its skew toward an older population. At the time of this writing, one in three Sarasota County residents are 65 years and older (Sarasota Herald Tribune, 2014) ; the county has reached a median age of 54.2, which is among the highest in the nation (Florida Legislature, 2017) . Although Sarasota has been spared extensive and significant damage from recent major storms that visited Florida's west coast, its exposure to future hurricanes remains (Barnes, 2012) . Concern lingers that the county's hurricane quiescence through the 1950s and up to the present has eliminated social memory of strong storms and fostered a sense of complacency (Frazier et al., 2010) . Local authorities have thus been trying to raise hurricane hazard awareness and strongly advising its residents to practice hurricane preparedness.
Data Collection and Analysis
This study takes an individual focus on older adults and is exploratory in nature. From October 28 to November 6, 2014, a total of 30 semi-structured interviews were completed. Specifically, I prepared an interview guide of primary questions to be covered in the interviews and gathered selfreported data and firsthand insights with regard to three central topics (hurricane preparation practices, hurricane readiness, and hurricane experience) from the respondents. Follow-up questions (i.e., prompts) were generated in situ to elicit elaboration or clarification. Subjects were informed of the study and their rights and signed informed consent forms before the interviews could proceed.
The interviews were conducted in English and audiorecorded. Each of the interviews lasted between 45 and 90 minutes. The interviews took place at the Friendship Center near the downtown of the City of Sarasota. The choice of space and time embodies a deliberate effort for screening subjects. First, the Friendship Center by nature attracts older individuals who stay active and mentally healthy, so the spot for the interviews helped select subjects who are mobile and independent and who, therefore, are likely to engage in hurricane preparedness and make hurricane evacuation decisions. Second, the timing of the interviews excluded "snowbirds," a group of older adults that only resides in Sarasota during winter, when hurricanes do not occur, and that do not need to prepare for them or make evacuation decisions.
The resulting sample is nonrepresentative and skewed by a combination of self-selection and the demographics of older individuals who participate in the activities and services of the Friendship Center. To illustrate, although the spread of attributes such as chronological age, education attainment, and income level were effectively accounted (see Table 1 ), minorities were underrepresented in the sample. Only two African Americans and one of other race were involved due to two facts: first, Sarasota's population is predominately white (90.2% white, 4.7% black; U.S. Census Bureau, 2010); second, Sarasota's African Americans tend to concentrate in Newtown, a Jim Crow era black enclave, and prefer a counterpart to the downtown Friendship Centers located there.
When I returned from the interview-based fieldwork, each interview was transcribed verbatim and saved as a separate document along with the associated in-field notes and reflections. I then uploaded the 30 transcripts to Atlas.ti and conducted qualitative content analysis to identify common themes or patterns in the transcripts (Cho & Lee, 2014; Schreier, 2012) . I applied both inductive and deductive approaches to the analysis (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005) . On the one hand, I directly drew from the transcripts and looked for open codes because prior knowledge regarding older adults and hurricane preparedness is limited and inconsistent. On the other hand, I borrowed preconceived codes from the literature of natural hazards and disasters for the general public to apply them to a specific context (i.e., hurricanes) and population (i.e., older adults).
Results
Hurricane Preparation Practices
During the interviews, the older respondents freely recalled any preparations that they had done for future hurricanes. Among the named preparations of 24 respondents (see Figure 2 [The word cloud was generated in Wordle (http://www.wordle.net), in which words or phrases that occur more often are made larger in size and given greater prominence.] and Table 2 ), "water" and "food" were the most prominent elements, being mentioned by over half of the respondents. A quarter of the respondents nominated "flashlights," making this key safety item secondary to water and food supplies. In the research area of disaster preparedness, scholars (e.g., Prior & Eriksen, 2012; Russell et al., 1995) have structured practical preparedness into three conceptual dimensions: (1) survival preparedness, which refers to stockpiling of supplies and resources for the purpose of survival; (2) planning preparedness, which refers to planning activities and allocating resources; and (3) structural preparedness, which refers to home protection, maintenance, and reinforcement. Given the taxonomy in the literature, it is clear that survival preparedness has monopolized most of the preparedness efforts among the older respondents for hurricanes.
Planning and structural preparedness actions were poorly represented among the respondents. Few have formulated plans for evacuation and communication during hurricanes (typical examples of planning preparedness). The importance of staying in touch with children or friends particularly for those who expected evacuation rides only became apparent after being prompted. For example, as I painted the scenario of electricity disruptions during storms, one responded, "Yeah, that's a big deal. My daughter knows that I'm okay, providing the phone lines are working. But if it's not …" In these cases, lack of awareness impedes planning actions and external advice is required. Similarly, few respondents have practiced structural preparedness to make their homes hurricane-resistant. Financial constraints turned out to be a big hurdle to overcome for performing this kind of actions. For example, one said, "Trimming the trees in my yard will require a lot of money." Another said, "I don't have that kind of financial abilities to replace the old roof with a better one."
The remaining six respondents relied on "just-in-time" preparedness and even have yet to stock up on water and food to meet basic needs in hurricanes. To quote directly from one of these respondents, "I hardly have anything because people wait. Once we get the warning, you prepare. While they say a hurricane is here, a hurricane is there, but they never say a hurricane is hitting Sarasota when you have to prepare."
The sense of no urgency is in essence a sense of complacency that makes these people wait until a hurricane is imminent to prepare.
Self-Reported Hurricane Readiness
Nineteen of the 30 respondents claimed themselves to be hurricane-prepared. Three of them eloquently justified the claims by reporting a portfolio of preparation practices in place across different types of preparedness: survival, planning, and/or structural. The other 16 respondents, however, conveyed a sense of fulfillment despite the gaps in their status quo of preparedness. Grounded in the narratives, I propose four conceptual models to help understand why these respondents made optimistically biased evaluations and asserted hurricane readiness.
Readiness as a Feeling
Eight respondents claimed hurricane readiness although their preparedness efforts took place only at the most rudimentary level. One gave a typical account of this, "I just feel like I am really prepared. I have extra food in the house, I have water. That's it." Like this man, a group of the respondents took one less-laborious action (e.g., assembling food and water supplies) and believed it would suffice in reducing vulnerability to hurricanes. The phenomenon of simplifying the procedures of hurricane preparedness to one task relates to the "single action bias", which describes the tendency of people to count on one action in response to potential threats in different contexts (Weber, 1997 (Weber, , 2006 . In the circumstance of hurricane preparedness, some of the older respondents are less likely to take additional steps once they have taken one action to reduce their vulnerability.
Readiness as an Attitude Towards Life
This cognitive operation is best illustrated by two respondents in their eighties or nineties. One said: "I'm prepared for everything, really. I've been prepared all my life. How much time do I have left? You know it's hard for a hurricane being the biggest catastrophe... Anybody that survived two wars and the Great Depression can pretty much take care of themselves." Indeed, people who have lived through many stressful things are less likely to be motivated to prepare for hurricanes that might or might not happen during their remaining years in very old age. The older-old adults see themselves as prepared for whatever life will bring. The other added, "I don't think I would have a problem for quite a while…We have different feelings about where we are in our lives. If it gets to that point, then sayonara." It can be inferred that for this subgroup, if they were to perish in a hurricane, they might consider it their time to go rather than the result of insufficient preparations.
Readiness as a Pure Mental Construct
To four respondents, being hurricane-prepared primarily means being emotionally ready and mentally able to react if a storm were to hit, with or without practical preparations. For example, one woman has prepared a will, a weather radio, water, canned goods, flashlights, blankets, identified a safe spot inside her home if she needs to shelter in place, and determined a destination if she needs to evacuate. Nevertheless, she gave no credit to these practices but instead made her judgment solely based on her mental readiness: "Yes, I'm prepared. My mind is set for a hurricane. I want to stay in that mode so I don't lose the information that I really need." The other respondents with no preparations applied the same model when they claimed to be hurricane-prepared. Although the "it's-all-in-my-head" model might be powerful in buffering emotional distress from a hurricane, these respondents could experience difficulty recovering from physical losses due to the absence or insufficiency of practical preparedness.
Readiness as a State of Social Embeddedness
Hurricane readiness in this model shifted from an individual attribute to a relational property consisting of social ties, as two respondents explained in their account: "I have a group of friends that would check on each other." "My children would call to check on me and offer a ride for evacuation." These respondents averted the reflection on what they as individuals had done for hurricanes; rather, they focused the connectivity of themselves to other people when claiming hurricane readiness. Normally social support that is inherent in social ties helps cushion the impacts of a stressful event (e.g., Cassel, 1976; Cobb, 1976) , as personal preparedness is supposed to do. However, greater perceived social support prior to a disaster may lead to adverse effects if it becomes challenging to mobilize these social resources in a disaster as families and neighborhoods are ripped apart and scattered (e.g., Kaniasty et al., 1990; Kaniasty & Norris, 1995) . Hence, if being prepared is dependent on being social embedded, then hurricane readiness becomes a highly situational and unreliable condition depending on whether a person's need for social support can be satisfied during and after the event.
Hurricane Experience and Preparedness
Perceptions of Hurricane Experiences
Sixteen out of the 30 respondents claimed that they had personally experienced hurricanes in places they had lived or visited (see Table 3 ). Hurricane Charley is the most recent and most cited storm because by 2004, many of the Note. A total of 24 respondents were considered. Those with no preparations at all (six respondents) were excluded in the presentation.
respondents had moved from different places to settle in Sarasota. In 2004, Sarasota had a near-miss with Hurricane Charley (Barnes, 2012) . "A storm was going to hit the place about ten years ago but finally landed in Punta Gorda [a city in Charlotte County on Sarasota's southern border]. They first said it was gonna hit towards Tampa, the Big Bend, and all of the sudden it veered off and it missed us but it hit our neighbor. I remember it hit them bad," said one respondent. Like this man, another seven respondents repeated the story and claimed personal experience of Hurricane Charley despite not actually coming in contact with the storm. Figure 3 hosts a collection of maps that illustrate how far out the respondents were from the "centers" of the named storms, corroborating previous findings (Peacock et al., 2005; Weinstein, 1989 ) that the majority of hurricane-experienced people are on the fringe of the storms (within the 100-200 km buffer zones).
Weathering the Storm
Another major pattern surfaced during the queries about hurricane experience: among those who claimed personal experience of hurricanes, all but three respondents had suffered neither personal injury nor severe property damage from past storms. The three exceptions all involved a direct hit and severe harm to the respondents. One respondent was within 10 kilometers of Hurricane Flora's path as the storm passed over Tobago as a Category 3 hurricane. Flora destroyed her house, forcing the family to move from Tobago to Trinidad. In the second case, one respondent was less than 25 kilometers from the center of Hurricane Andrew. The destructive Category 5 hurricane devastated her house in Kendall, Florida, and took her car. In the third exception, one respondent in Jacksonville, Florida, was about 50 kilometers away from the track of Hurricane Dora and she grappled with utility failures and water damage to her oceanfront house brought by the strong Category 2 hurricane.
The Contested Relationship Between Experience and Preparedness
After probing the circumstances of the respondents' hurricane experience, I examined their reported preparations at the time of the interviews versus reported preparations in prior exposure to hurricanes. The findings supported and challenged the belief that suffering personal loss enhances preparedness across different hazard contexts (e.g., Lindell & Perry, 2000; Nguyen et al., 2006; Weinstein, 1989) . My findings are supportive in the sense that most respondents who experienced no severe damage from past storms have demonstrated stagnation in hurricane preparedness over time. They used to prepare food and/or water and they simply continued to repeat these actions in their current hurricane preparedness. In addition, because the respondents "experienced" the hurricanes a long time ago, the risk became less salient and the effect of experience on preparedness diminished with time (Burton et al., 1993; Hertwig et al., 2004; Russell et al., 1995; Weinstein, 1989) , which perhaps also explains the disconnection between hurricane experience and preparedness. My findings were contradictory in the sense that the three women who were badly affected by past storms displayed no improvements in their hurricane preparedness. For this reason, I describe the relationship between hurricane experience and preparedness that emerged from this study as contested.
The puzzling results convey an important message: hurricane preparedness is influenced more by how the respondents interpreted their hurricane experience than by the experience itself. In my sample, many respondents were actually distant from the centers of the storms but claimed hurricane experience. Low levels of physical loss and/or psychological distress have led to a poorer understanding of how strong a hurricane can be and what a good hurricane preparedness plan should entail. These respondents might have erroneously perceived the lack of severe impact as an outcome of personal resilience rather than good luck (e.g., Dillon & Tinsley, 2008; Tinsley et al., 2012) . Accordingly, they are not motivated to undertake additional preparations because they think they have "lived through" a "hurricane." Reflection of one respondent got straight to the point: "The experience must have to do with a direct hit. You know, people -like in Sandy and Katrina -what they went through, what worked, and what didn't work, and that sort of thing. But I haven't had that experience."
For those in the direct paths of Hurricanes Flora, Dora, and Andrew, it would not make sense to directly link intense personal loss from past storms to poor hurricane preparedness. Instead, the state of preparedness is well explained by individual interpretations of the events they experienced. For one woman, the lack of preparations for future hurricanes is related to perceived low self-efficacy: "We can talk about it, but when it really comes to be, I don't think we're ready for it. I know when Andrew was coming you could tell that something was gonna happen. You didn't know how severely it was gonna be, "what should I prepare?" and you really don't know." For another, the strong preference of evacuation over sheltering-in-place determined the limited extent of current preparedness. "Be ready to evacuate" is a big lesson she learned from Hurricane Dora: "Well, you have to be able to leave. Don't stay where the hurricane is likely to hit. You leave." Finally, the woman who dealt with a friend's emotional meltdown during Hurricane Flora stressed the importance of peace of mind, an example of mental readiness: "Try not to be afraid. It helps because somebody had to be calm in order for us to get out of the house." From her perspective, staying calm helped ensure a successful evacuation and their survival. Although the three survivors had very different takeaway messages from their experience, none of them ascribed the damage to the lack or inadequacy of personal preparedness.
Discussion and Implications
Although most self-protective studies involving hurricanes have focused on evacuation (Baker, 2000; Baker, 2011) , this qualitative study explored the area of preparedness among older residents of Sarasota County in Florida and based the descriptive and analytical interpretations of hurricane preparedness and other closely related topics directly on their narratives. Through semi-structured interviews, the study examined the preparation practices that have been put in place for hurricanes as well as the gaps in current hurricane preparedness among the respondents. It also reported self-identified hurricane readiness and suggested several interpretative frameworks to unpack the meanings of being hurricane-prepared. In addition, it searched for prior exposure to hurricanes to investigate connections (and disconnections) between hurricane experience and preparedness. The following recounts the major findings surrounding these topics.
Extent of Hurricane Preparedness
The three types of preparation practices-survival, planning, and structural-are not equally valued. The older respondents overall placed the greatest weight on survival preparedness. Within the survival hurricane preparedness category, most of the respondents kept their efforts at a basic level by only preparing extra water and food, which could apply to any kind of emergency. "Those are everyday preparations not specifically for hurricanes. It is the way I live every day," as one respondent pointed out. Indeed, hurricane-specific preparedness behavior was not well developed among the respondents. Apart from the typical financial excuse, two alternative barriers have emerged from their narratives: a sense of complacency and knowledge deficit in hurricane preparedness due to an extended period of hurricane inactivity in Sarasota's recent memory.
Level of Hurricane Preparedness
Most of the older respondents believed that they were hurricane-prepared despite the limited amount and narrowness of their preparedness practices. This study reported similar findings to some prior work: although Americans were minimally prepared when compared to standard preparedness recommendations, many of them personally felt prepared for hurricanes and wildfires (e.g., Redlener et al., 2007) . The discrepancy between actual and perceived hurricane readiness represents various views of "being prepared" among the older respondents. I categorized their interpretations of hurricane readiness into four different cognitive models and teased out several important phenomena. In the first instance, older respondents feel they are ready but the claims are not well supported by what they have practically prepared for hurricanes (i.e., readiness as a feeling). In the second instance, older respondents believe they are ready because they are prepared for whatever comes next in life (i.e., readiness as an attitude towards life). In the third instance, older respondents assert they are ready because they are mentally able to imagine a hurricane situation and line up what would happen with how they would respond (i.e., readiness as a pure mental construct). In the last instance, older respondents consider themselves to be ready since they are well connected to others (i.e., readiness as a state of social embeddedness). The various cognitive routes taken by the respondents will provide new insights and suggest additional pathways to greater preparedness by integrating the psychological and relational components into physical practices.
Hurricane Preparedness and Subjective Experience
This study showed that like all people, the older respondents tended to count near-misses as part of their hurricane experience. It also affirmed and heightened the complexities surrounding the relationship between hurricane experience and preparedness. Drilling down to the details of the respondent's hurricane experience, the results showed that the influence of experience on preparedness is confounded by multiple facets of experience (e.g., the recency of the experienced events, the proximity to hazards, and/or the severity of damage in prior exposure). But, for those who were badly affected by strong storms, their preparedness efforts are considerably defined by their subjective interpretations of the experience rather than the actual nature of the experience.
Implications for Policy and Practice
Expectations by emergency managers that older individuals will follow hurricane preparedness recommendations may be misplaced. Apart from a sense of complacency and lack of knowledge, which are perhaps not endemic to older adults, one age-related issue deserves special attention: there are many things that are of potential harm to people when they enter later life and far down the list of concerns is to get killed or injured by a hurricane. As one respondent said, "At my age, you worry about things you can control, not things you can't." Another added, "I'm 78, just turned 79...I wanted to get with an undertaker so that when I die, my kids will know who to call. So, I keep putting it [hurricane preparedness] off and, you know, weeks go by, I don't do anything about it."
A next important step towards effective vulnerability reduction for emergency managers (usually not older adults themselves) is to recognize the financial, cognitive, and affective limitations of older adults and put themselves in a different frame of reference to understand older adults' choices, values, capacities, and needs in disaster preparedness. It is also imperative to help older adults understand what is going to happen to them personally during hurricanes. Both the availability and content of information regarding hurricane hazards and risk-reduction practices matter. When general education might have low impact, peer education could be an effective approach for enhancing disaster preparedness of older adults through teaching information and sharing behavior among those who are similar in terms of age and life experience (Brown, 2016) . Another practical and valuable intervention would be building a support network for older adults and disseminating a list of contact information and letting them know who can help with assembling food, water, medications, and other consumables, putting up shutters or boarding up windows, and transferring them to a safe place when their needs arise. Community support can expand personal emergency support networks and improve older adults' abilities to handle disasters when familial assistance is not readily accessible (Ashida et al., 2015) . Most importantly, preparedness should be considered in the broader context of multiple risks combing natural hazards and everyday strains by relating vulnerability reduction to larger development planning for older adults in order to improve their general well-being during nondisaster times and to reduce adverse outcomes they may experience during disasters (Tuohy and Stephens, 2016) .
Concluding Thoughts
In conclusion, the study targeted year-round older residents of Sarasota County, Florida, and utilized semi-structured interviews to explore their extent and level of hurricane preparedness. The results have suggested a suite of possible explanations for the amount of efforts that the respondents spend on hurricane preparedness, a set of personal interpretations of the meanings of being hurricane-prepared, as well as the contested relationship between hurricane experience and preparedness. This study putting a spotlight on hurricane preparedness of older adults adds to the emerging but highly limited body of research and contributes to the literature on hurricane hazards in Sarasota County, Florida (e.g., Howe, 2011; Hung et al., 2016; Wang & Yarnal, 2012) . It also makes methodological contributions to the use of qualitative approaches in the field of natural hazards and vulnerability where quantitative methods are dominant.
It is important to emphasize that this study examines a limited number of cases and cannot make immediate generalizations to the entire older populations in other communities. However, the qualitative procedure has enabled me not to resort to the stereotypes associated with this group and to appreciate the diversity and breath embedded within the population. This study is also limited in its focus on hurricane preparedness of older individuals living independently, who are likely to have different personal characteristics and behavioral responses to hurricanes from those in eldercare institutions. Moving forward, to help me further interpret and generalize the qualitative findings of the study, I will develop a survey instrument using the insight from the interviews and deliver the survey to a significantly larger number of older residents in coastal communities at risk from hurricanes.
